é.. 2008 was a
year. Those who have been to
an African desert ,where

no trees grow, where there is
no water, where the heat is a
furnace, something next to a
hel I t hat 6s
like today. There is no easy
access to anything. (We) spend
hours and days waiting for
something to pick us up, a
truck, tractors, even donkey
carts. Driving is not easy be-
cause you have to fork over
anything from 2 US dollars a
litre, depending on the avail-
ability. Food is in very short
supply so that we have to cross
borders to neighboring coun-
tries. (If you) fall sick ...you

Goodbye 2008

From Jasper Zvikonyaukwa, director LOTM Zimbabwe
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(pensive (and deadly) to be sick.

Hospitals are dry, there are no

drugs. Doctors come to hospitals

once in a BLUE moon.

Zi mbabwe is at
GAZA. We have an economic

the past 9

war which (has) been raging for
years

mativi, the clinic
mortuary we had
repaired in 2005 is
still in good condition
W and serving several
communities around.
The nearly 40 home
based care givers we

challenges, Least of These Minis-
tries, Zimbabwe, has managed to
sail through storm waters. With
your help, we (have) reached
hundreds of people. It was a bad,
bad year. We lost many of our
beloved friends, including a be-
loved board member. We miss
them. The Land Rover was the
backbone for what we achieved.
The work we started at a low

note, like a mustard seed is

trained are still doing
door to door visits to
terminally ill patients,
most of the time with-
out proper supplies. It
is difficult to keep care
kits stocked.

use the mosquito nets
we supplied through the

May 2009

commit a grave crime (against) . ; caregivers. Cont & d
(yourself). It has grow- ing despite all the 9 ¢
become very ex- blg challenges. In Ka-
Over the years it has YUganda) lan- of economic uncertainty. 4 qu responses show me a
seemed to me that a sim- guages of where we When [ look at the wonder- loving God who does hear ,
pl e thank you j u presently work. All of us at ful organizations helping the cty of the poor, thoug /Z "
express all the gratitude Least of These, all of those people in our world, we o f 'f en doesn ,0 !
and love that is in my who have been helped pale by comparison, but we privilege to be_ part of His
heart for you. First Goa, through your concern for really do try and reach the answerto the{r prayers. Qf
: ~ coyrse, e will not know in

and then you have made Yyour brothers and sisters, ones who dondt know how
this ministry possible. | wherever they may be, are to work the system to get this life with certainty that
thought you might enjoy grateful you have in- what they need. Their we have done Wh_at He asks

o ; . o us to do, we can just do our
seeing it expressed in cluded us in your generos- faith in the goodness of

Shona, Ndebele,

ity, especially in this time

God and His people and

best to follow His guidance.
Myrna

seem Sso
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From jesca Of Uganda with love

Dear Mom, i greet everybody over
there in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ. i wish to report to you most of
the work and services that Least of
These Ministries is doing to our rural
poor community here in Uganda so
that we can join hands and soul to
thank God for providing as well us pray-
ing to God for providing more for many
more years to come because the needs
for the Least of These in communities
are almost endless.

To begin with, am happy to inform
you that LOTMS is catering for 39 or-
phans with school fees and some
school basics together with their fami-
lies. LOTMS has done this since 2006
and we praise God for this great oppor-
tunity and achievement in our poor
community because we know if one

educates a child, she or he educates the

nation for a better future.

Further more, LOTMS provides medi-

cal support and care to the village clinic,
traditional birth attendants and some
other community workers since these
groups of local people serve rural poor
people from their homes. LOTMS pro-
vided funds for all the medical expenses
and surgery of Jane Namboozes™ eye.
Jane is one of the orphans in the family
of 7 living with a poor widow, she was
accidentally stung by a bee as she was
on her way from school. the mother
first used
herbs to see
if the eye
would get
better but it
worsened
and they
called me
(Jesca) for
help, reach-
ing there, she
was in much
pain and i quickly informed Mom Myrna
who also acted very first in sending the
funds and advise on how we would do
our best to help Jane, we thank God
that our efforts and prayers to save
Janes” eye were accepted. Jane went
through 3 eye surgeries and the last
one even Myrna was present, Jane is
now fine and happy because her eye
later gained the sight.

Still to that, LOTMS has provided

knowledge of candle making to 4 other
orphans who are completely parent

less. LOTMS did this through funding
the candle trainig for five days and pro-
viding all the raw materials and ma-
chines that these orphans would need

to make candles. This family is now
headed by Juliet, the eldest, she is 16
years old and very active with her stud-
ies and candle making. This candle mak-

ing has brought much joy and happi-
ness to the community because local
people can buy at a good price and
even these orphans sell and get money
which | (Jesca) use to buy some basics
in their lives as well as buying for them
more raw materials to continue making
candles. LOTMS is further still trying to
build for these poor orphans a simple
house since the one their parents left
was put down by the heavy
rains since it was grass
thatched and old, they now
stay in (Jescas’) Salvation Chil-
drens Home.

Additionally, LOTMS has
provided funds for fixing elec-
tricity in the one and only vil-
lage clinic. this has really
brought joy. hope and happi-
ness to all the rural community
because it was never thought
of. The communily is very appreciative
and very determined to follow Jesus
because they have realised how much
God loves them. We pray God provides
for the simple Laboratory services too in
our village clinic such our poor people
may have access to simple medical
check-ups and operations incase of acci-
dents and simple sickness. This clinic
serves over 6 parishes so it treats people
from near and very far yet the means of
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transport to this clinic within the rural
community is very poor. we understand
LOTMS is planning to all the best to
uplift our community standards for our
better life but please we need to be
patient as we pray.

However, LOTMS has again received
an urgent call to help another orphan
who was hit by a goat when he was still
young at the age of 8 months. His
mother used herbs to treat the eye
which i believe worked because the
pain disappeared but its at this time
when he is now 8 years and the red
and white scar is coming out of his eye
with much pain. still the mother was
trying to use herbs but when they
called me (Jesca) to help the boy, i saw
it was really terrible and i stopped her
from applying more herbs to his eyes, i
quickly informed Myrna and we agreed
to take him to the eye doctors and see
how we can help him according to the
doctors® comments or report, therefore,
am taking him tomorrow to the eye
hospital to see what we can do to serve
him from this pain. Please pray for him
because with prayers all are possible.
This boy is called Ronald in a family of 4
living with a widow who is HIV positive
and the last 2 kids in this familly are HIV
positive but they are on ARVs. Ronald
is okay together with the first born. (As
of this writing, he has had his first sur-
gery, and is recovering nicely, thanks to
an unexpected donation!)

In conclusion, we the Least of these
in Uganda
do thank
God for
bringing us
LOTMS
because
we now
have hope
for better
future. we
pray God
to bless all

those who give in to support
LOTMS in helping the rural poor.
May God bless you all and always!!
With thanx and love from Jesca of
Uganda, Director Least of These
Ministries, Uganda.



